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Attack that killed Kuwaiti, wounded 5 hit
Arrests made
KUWAIT CITY, Jan
2, (Agencies): The Kuwait Cabinet on Monday voiced emphatic
condemnation of a terrorist attack that hit a
nightclub in Istanbul
early Sunday and left
many people dead or
wounded. A Kuwaiti
citizen was among the
dead and also wounded
were ﬁve other Kuwaitis, a Kuwaiti deplomat
in Turkey said.

In the biggest environmental disaster of history, some 700 oil wells and an unspeciﬁed number of oil-ﬁlled low-lying areas were ignited by Saddam Hussein’s troops
as they were driven out of Kuwait in early 1991. Raging ﬁres released thousands of
tonnes of nitrous oxide and carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, casting an apocalyptic darkness over the country. As international efforts to contain and extinguish
the desert ﬁre commenced, international renowned social documentary photographer Sebastiao Salgado travelled to Kuwait to document the spectacle. Moving
monochrome scenes of gushing wells and heroic workers brought together in a new
book ‘Kuwait: A Desert on Fire’, are Salgado’s homage to human toil.

Consul-General Mohammad Fahad Al-Mohammad
told the Associated Press the
ﬁve wounded remain hospitalized since Sunday night.
He said the person killed was
taken alive to a hospital after
the shooting, but later died.
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The Cabinet on Monday condemned a “terrorist” attack that
targeted a prison in Bahrain on
Sunday and led to the killing of
a policeman.
The Cabinet said in a statement issued following its customary weekly meeting Monday that Kuwait stands side by
side with Bahrain in all measures it is taking to maintain its
security and stability.
The Cabinet further denounced suicide explosions
that took place in several cities
in Iraq and claimed the lives of
scores of people and injured
many others.
An explosion that took
place in the Somali capital of
Mogadishu Monday was also
condemned during the weekly
meeting.
In this regard, the Cabinet
reiterated Kuwait’s rejection
of terrorist acts that breach all
divine religions and human values and norms, while supporting all measures being taken by
the affected countries to ﬁght
terrorism and maintain their security and stability.
It also called on the international community to take all urgent and decisive measures to
wipe out the scourge of terrorism in order to safeguard world
security and stability.
Furthermore, the Cabinet
congratulated new UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
wishing him best of luck in his
new mission in order to bolster
the principles and goals of the
UN Charter. It also appreciated
outgoing UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s efforts.
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VAT? ... Over my dead body: Al Hashem
By Abubakar A. Ibrahim

Opinion

Time is up for MPs who
make ‘empty promises’
By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

SOME MPs imagine that by the time they reach the green
chairs, they are above the law and they have the right to
dictate their desires to the government and citizens. They
want to turn the National Assembly Hall into a boxing ring
where they take revenge on their enemies.
Those poor MPs think things are still the same and time
has not changed. We conﬁdently say to them that today is
no longer the same as yesterday. They have to be aware of
dramatic changes which exceeded their limited sights that
are crammed in their threadbare gowns.
To those who seek throwing stones at others, declaring
themselves as guardians of the government and citizens
while controlling the Parliament; we say to them, “Stop
there. You need to look at yourselves in the mirror and remember that before hurling stones at others, your houses
are made of thin glass and your history is just a mirage.”
When Kuwaitis voted for such a category of MPs, they
had no intention to replicate the dark period. Actually, they
wanted to give those MPs a chance to reasonably participate in lawmaking and actualizing renaissance which was
delayed for a long time due to the aimless wrangling witnessed in previous parliaments.
That dull period witnessed the dictatorship of a group of
MPs who proposed laws criminalizing the act of criticizing them. Voters did not grant those MPs blank cards to
take revenge or to put themselves above the law and the
Constitution.
Continued on Page 5
Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Kuwait charges Australian for terror
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 2: Kuwait has ﬁled terrorism charges against an Australian citizen
Hicham Zahab, a former extremist accused of
playing a key role in smuggling and supplying the Islamic State (IS) organization with
surface-to-air missiles, reports The Australian.
According to a press statement issued by the
Embassy of Kuwait in Canberra, the criminal
charges against the accused are related to supporting and ﬁnancing terrorism and joining
the terrorist organization DAESH as well as
money laundering and transferring funds from
Australia via a third party to a local company
in Kuwait.
Kuwait has not charged Zahab’s wife Ami-

nah, his son Mohammad and daughter-in-law
Mariam Raad. The newspaper indicated that at
least one, if not all four, is suspected to be in
Syria.
Last year, The Australian revealed that NSW
Supreme Court ordered the Australian Federal
Police (AFP) to seize more than $500,000 from
the accounts of Zahab, Aminah, Mohammad
and Mariam Raad. The AFP had suspected the
family of using international travel cards and
a computer consulting company based on the
Middle East to remit funds out of Australia for
the beneﬁt of IS. The money seized was nearly
half the proceeds of the sale of the family’s
Continued on Page 9

‘DAESH waning in Mosul’

Iraq bomber kills 36
BAGHDAD, Jan 2, (Agencies): A suicide bomber driving a
pickup loaded with explosives struck a bustling market in
Baghdad on Monday, killing at least 36 people in an attack
claimed by the Islamic State group hours after French President
Francois Hollande arrived in the Iraqi capital.
The bomb went off in a fruit and vegetable market that was
packed with day laborers, a police ofﬁcer said, adding that another 52 people were wounded.
During a press conference with Hollande, Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi said the bomber pretended to be a man seeking to hire day laborers. Once the workers gathered around, he
detonated the vehicle.
IS claimed the attack in a statement circulated on a militant
website often used by the extremists. It was the third IS-claimed
attack in as many days in and around Baghdad, underscoring
Continued on Page 9
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Newswatch
KUWAIT CITY: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah Monday sent a
congratulatory cable to Saudi
King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al-Saud on the occasion of
the second anniversary of his
ascension to the throne.
In the cable, His Highness
the Amir extolled deep and
ﬁrm fraternal historical relations between Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia, and lauded
the prominent development
renaissance involving various
ﬁelds under the leadership of
the Saudi King.
His Highness the Amir
Continued on Page 9

Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 2: MP
Waleed Al-Tabtabaei has
warned that he will grill Health
Minister Jamal Al-Harbi if
Jaber Hospital does not start
operating within six months,
indicating Education Minister
Mohammed Al-Faris will face
the same fate if he fails to push
for the operation of Al-Shadadiya University within the
speciﬁed period.
On the other hand, Al-Tabtabaei urged State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah to respond to the international demand to lift suspension on local
sports.
He added, “We will give the
ministers a grace period of six
months before we submit interpellation motions against them
in case they fail to address
these issues.”
Meanwhile, Financial and
Economic Affairs Committee
Rapporteur MP Safa Al-Hashem expressed displeasure over
the allocation of $7 million for
Continued on Page 9
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‘Death’ for Kuwaiti parents
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 2, (AFP): A court in Kuwait on Monday sentenced a couple to death after ﬁnding them guilty of torturing their
three-year-old daughter until she died, it said in a statement.
The parents, both Kuwaitis, were arrested in May and accused
of beating and torturing the girl until she died and then keeping her
body in a freezer for a week.
The court statement only gave the verdict but, according to media reports at the time of their arrest, they had been annoyed by
their daughter’s constant crying.
The father, 26-year-old Salem Buhan, and mother, 23-year-old
Amira Hussein, were charged with murder after police found burn
Continued on Page 9

Citizens inspect the scene after a car bomb explosion at a
crowded outdoor market in the Iraqi capital’s eastern district
of Sadr City, Iraq on Jan 2. A suicide bomber blew up his
explosives-laden vehicle Monday in a bustling market area
in Baghdad, killing nearly a dozen people, Iraqi ofﬁcials said,
hours after the arrival of French President Francois Hollande
to the country and amid a ﬁerce ﬁght against the Islamic
State group. (AP)

Fuel prices set

▼ Dow -57.18 pts at closing Dec 30

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 2: Ministry of Finance has ﬁxed the
prices for different categories
of fuel based on the new tariff
plan, reports Al-Shahed daily
quoting informed sources.
They said the petrol prices
from January until end of March
will be as follows — Benzene 91
Octane (Ultra) will be 85 ﬁls per
liter, 95 Octane (Super) will be
105 ﬁls per liter and 98 Octane
(premium), which constitutes 2
percent of the total fuel consumption in Kuwait, will be 165 ﬁls
per liter. The prices of diesel and
kerosene will be 100 ﬁls per liter.

▼ Nasdaq -48.97 pts at closing Dec 30
▲ FTSE +22.57 pts at closing Dec 30
▼ Nikkei -30.77 pts at closing Dec 30
■ Gold 1,145.90 per oz (London)
▲
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3-month $ LIBOR rate 0.99769%

This handout video grab taken
from CCTV and released on
Jan 2, 2017, by Haber Turk
Gazete newspaper shows a
gunman carrying out an attack
on the Reina nightclub, on the
banks of the Bosphorus, in Istanbul on Jan 1. (AFP)
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“

The real heroes of this war were the workers risking their lives. It was
very historical because disaster of this size will probably not happen
again in the history of humanity.

”
Sebastião Salgado

A Desert on Fire
A homage to human toil

books
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A Desert on Fire
By Cinatra Fernandes
Arab Times Staff

E

“

With the oil burning and smoke in the air sometimes there would be
two or three days with no light at all … 24 hours of night. The smoke
was so heavy that the sun could not break through.

”

arly 1991, Saddam Hussein’s troops desperately retaliated
with an inferno as the US led coalition drove them out of
Kuwait. In the biggest environmental disaster of history, some
700 oil wells and an unspecified number of oil-filled low-lying
areas, were ignited. Raging fires released thousands of tonnes
of nitrous oxide and carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, casting with implacable black clouds an apocalyptic darkness over
the country. As international efforts to contain and extinguish
the desert fires commenced, internationally renowned social
documentary photographer, Sebastião Salgado travelled to
Kuwait to document the spectacle.
Moving monochrome scenes of gushing wells and heroic
workers brought together in a new book Kuwait: A desert on
fire, are Salgado’s homage to human toil. The pictures which
first appeared in The New York Times Magazine in June 1991
were widely published and the series was awarded the Oskar
Barnack Award, recognizing outstanding photography on the
relationship between man and the environment.
The three editions published by Taschen include a regular
unsigned and unlimited edition along with the Collector’s edition, signed and limited to 1,000 copies and The Art edition,
signed and limited, with a 100 signed copies, each with signed
print Kuwait, 1991.
In this exclusive interview with the Arab Times, Salgado
describes his experience at in Kuwait at the time.
Arab Times: We are eager to hear from you of your experience in Kuwait at a time that was so definitive in this country’s
history. Can you begin by telling us what drew you to Kuwait
25 years ago?
Sebastião Salgado: As I recall, what was important then
was helping Kuwait deal with the size of the desert fires which
were the biggest that had ever happened in the history of the
planet. There were 500-600 oil wells burning! It was a very
singular moment in history.
At the time, I was working on a book called Workers and
when Saddam Hussein lit these oil wells in Kuwait, I was
focusing on the oil industry in Venezuela. I made the decision
that day to come to Kuwait to document the work that was
being done in the capping of the oil wells. Of course, they were
just starting to burn but I was one hundred percent sure that
because of the importance of these oil wells, and the importance of Kuwait for the world economy, that this disaster
would be taken care of very quickly and that is what happened.
I first took the decision to travel to Kuwait in January and by
the beginning of April, I was in Kuwait.
AT: You were commissioned by the New York Times
magazine for this?
SS: Yes, I worked a lot for the NYT magazine at that time,
I was a photographer with Magnum at the time. When I was in
Venezuela, I called Kathy Ryan who was the photo editor of
the NYT magazine. I said, “There is a huge story that we must
do — it is the Kuwaiti story!”
We worked on getting to Kuwait for two and a half months.
When they began to cap the oil wells, that was when my time
in Kuwait began. It was a very important thing to capture the
workers in the fields; there were no more than 300. There were
only a few companies at the scene and I spent more than a
month working there.
AT: How did you get in and out of the country back then?
SS: At that time, it was very easy to come in and out of the
country. There was no border — we had nothing. The border
was destroyed. I hired a 4WD car in Dammam, Saudi Arabia
and I drove in to Kuwait using a compass I had with me. I came
into the country by the road, there was no border, nothing and
no one there. I drove to Kuwait City, there were hotels open
there. Just one, with all the doors broken by the troops of
Saddam Hussein. It operated on a small scale, but our rooms
had no locks, they’d all broken.

Continued on Page 19
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Continued from Page 18
I drove to the oil fields and learnt how to go there and
how to adapt myself. We had no control; there were no
Kuwaitis there. The people who owned the company
worked in the fields in these oil wells and that was it. I
spent all my time by myself.
AT: Was there any local assistance at all??
SS: No, there was no local assistance at all. I had a
Kuwaiti photographer friend who accompanied me two
or three times. But every day I went out alone, driving by
myself into the oil fields. In the end, I got to know everyone working to cap the oil wells because I was there from
dawn to dusk every day.
AT: Which teams of fire-fighters did you interact
with?
SS: I worked with all the teams that were there. It was
not necessary to go, knock the door and get authorization; I just drove in to the oilfields, found a team and set
to work.
AT: What was your impression of them?
SS: It was very special because it was very dangerous!
We had a lot of unexploded bombs in the middle of these
oil wells. I had no proper equipment either, no boots or

anything of the sort. I had to go inside the trenches of the
Iraqi army to get the boots that they used against the fire
and the chemical warfare. I put these boots over my trousers and that worked quite well. In fact the trenches were
very dangerous; there were lots of grenades with small
traps which could have caused large blasts. Naturally,
when the Iraqi army set fire to the oil, it was an act of
immense danger. I remember working there with a journalist and a photographer; they were killed there — I
worked with them in the morning and they were killed
one or two hours later driving back and crossing inside a
lake of oil.
It was quite dangerous, these guys when they were
killing the fire of an oil well it was possible to be burnt
in a lake of fire. But we were there, I was very lucky and
nothing happened to me. I lost all my hearing because it
was so noisy that it destroyed part of my hearing. I didn’t
hear that well anymore.
There are not many anecdotes — it was a hard life,
hard work. This oil in Kuwait is the best in the planet.
When it comes from the ground, it comes with a lot of
gas. The guys were working very close to replace a head,
kill a fire and they inhaled a lot of this gas — it was very
dangerous.

The guys were really professional, they did an amazing quality of work. It was amazing when you see a small
human being come in front of a 20-30 metre fire going up
and the guy says “I must kill this fire!” They arrive and
they do it. That is amazing.
AT: Were there any other challenges of photographing
in terms of the intensity and the heat? Did you have any
technical difficulties?
SS: Oh yes! I had a lot of technical difficulties because
when the guys had killed the fire, it was necessary to
replace the heads of the oil wells. We were working
under a rain of oil. They were covered in oil and so was
I. It was necessary to protect my camera. It was also so
hot. When we were working close to the fires, it was
amazingly hot. I had a lens which was destroyed by the
heat. It was one of the most special things that I have
done in my entire life, perhaps the most special. The biggest disaster that you can imagine and I was all alone in
my car driving in the middle of all this.
AT: Can you recall what it felt like to be there? Can
you describe what it looked like, how it smelt, what it
sounded like?
SS: First of it, it was incredibly noisy. Because the pressure from the oil is very high in Kuwait, and it’s under

books

huge pressure coming from the petrol system beneath the
ground, when they cut off the fire, the noise of the oil well
made it like working next to the turbine of a jumbo jet.
Secondly, it was hot. After a while, it becomes a way of
life. I became friends with all the guys who worked there.
I got to know them and vice versa, we became friends.
AT: When you look at this body of work, how do you
classify it?
SS: It is a historical document. In this war, very few
people that were killed. We had planes bomb and tanks
that went out and soldiers that were killed. But the real
heroes of this war were the workers, risking their lives
being there from the morning to evening. These were the
heroes of this big war. It was very historical because a
disaster of this size will probably not happen again in the
history of humanity.
With the oil burning and smoke in the air, sometimes
there would be two or three days with no light at all, 24
hours of night. The smoke was so heavy that the sun would
not cross through. This was the most unusual thing that I
have ever worked in and it is a real historical moment in
the life of humanity of what happened in Kuwait.

Continued on Page 20
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Sebastião Salgado

A Desert on Fire
A homage to human toil
Biography

Continued from Page 19
AT: Can you tell us a bit about your new book?
SS: The books have 83-85 images. The majority have
not been published. You see, what happened, I did these
pictures and the New York Times published some. I did
the book, Workers, that I used these pictures in and that’s
it — I stayed with these pictured in the back of my mind,
but I knew that I would publish them. I made the decision
to edit these pictures and I did the book. This book will
be part of Kuwaiti history — it’s a very important body
of work.
AT: What discussion do you hope that this book will
create today?
SS: I want to pay homage to these people who were
working on the oil well — they were the real heroes of
this war. These men that no one spoke about at the time.
They were the real heroes because they were the ones
who fought the fires. I’ve dedicated this book to publicise
the heroes of this war.
AT: Your wife works alongside you very closely with
regards to your publications and gallery work. What role
has she played in putting this book together?
SS: I have worked with my wife for many years and
my wife designs all my books — she is the designer and
organizes every show around the world. In reality we do
complementary work, my wife and I. She is the person I
am closest with and we do things together, we edit
together. I make the pictures and she designs and does
the presentations for the books, galleries and museums
around the world. These Kuwaiti books she designed
very beautifully.
AT: Can you tell us why you prefer to shoot in black
and white?
SS: I always shoot in black and white — for me, it’s

Sebastião Salgado was born on Feb 8, 1944 in
Aimorés, in the state of Minas Gerais, Brazil. He lives
in Paris. Having studied economics, Salgado began his
career as a professional photographer in 1973 in Paris,
working with the photo agencies Sygma, Gamma, and
Magnum Photos until 1994, when he and Lélia Wanick
Salgado formed Amazonas images, an agency created
exclusively for his work.
He has travelled in over 100 countries for his photographic projects. Most of these, besides appearing in
numerous press publications, have also been presented in books such as Other Americas (1986),
Sahel: l’homme en détresse (1986), Sahel: el fin del
camino (1988), Workers (1993), Terra (1997),
Migrations and Portraits (2000), and Africa (2007).
Touring exhibitions of this work have been, and continue to be, presented throughout the world.
Sebastião Salgado has been awarded numerous
major photographic prizes in recognition of his accomplishments. He is a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador,
and an honorary member of the Academy of Arts and
Sciences in the United States.
In 2004, Sebastião Salgado began a project named
Genesis, aiming at the presentation of the unblemished
faces of nature and humanity. It consists of a series of
photographs of landscapes and wildlife, as well as of
human communities that continue to live in accordance
with their ancestral traditions and cultures. This body of
work is conceived as a potential path to humanity’s
rediscovery of itself in nature.
Together, Lélia and Sebastião have worked since
the 1990’s on the restoration of a small part of the
Atlantic Forest in Brazil. In 1998 they succeeded in
turning this land into a nature reserve and created the
Instituto Terra. The Instituto is dedicated to a mission
of reforestation, conservation and environmental education.

my language. I don’t understand colour very well. I
believe that in the different greys of the black and white
you can understand all of the colours.

AT: Looking back, can you tell me how your training
as an economist influenced and informed your photography?
SS: It had a big influence on me. In all these studies
that I did in economy, history , geography, geopolitics
and anthropology, they gave me a lot of tools to understand society.
In my photography all my life, I was close to the historical moment. When you see the Kuwaiti story, that is
a big slice of the human story. In some ways the beginnings of the huge disasters going on in the Middle East
started with this invasion of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein
leading to the arrival of American troops that came in
and never went out. I was there! I had the chance to link
a historical moment of my life with our history — it was
a big opportunity and a privilege.
AT: Why you tend to work on such long term projects?
SS: To do photography, I must have a large identification with the things that I do. I cannot stay working in a
place for two months if I do not identify strongly with the
matter that I am photographing. I prefer to work with
these stories in which I put myself and my mind, my
philosophy of life, my aesthetics, my ideology. Then I
dedicate time to it.
Now, for example, I’m working on a large story in
Amazon with the Indian tribes there. I have worked on
it for two or three years and I need another three or
four to finish this body of work. I believe that it’s
important to go to this forest, to protect this tribe. I
think of this as a motivation in my life, a motivation of
my photography. Every story I have covered in my life
is like this — when I did Kuwait, it was a slice of a
larger story I was doing about the working class
around the world.

Photo courtesy of Ricardo Betiel

Sebastiao Salgado and wife Lelia Wanick Salgado

Book cover of the English, French and German
editions

books

AT: You have photographed the working class, violence, drought, famine, displacement, genocide; what
impact did witnessing so much human suffering have on
you and how do you cope with that?
SS: I do not photograph human suffering so much as
the human story. We have a lot of suffering in the human
story; it’s a part of it. I do not look especially for human
suffering but I look for our history, and our history is
made of wars, refugees, migration, and workers.
AT: Your work with Instituto Terra and efforts in
reforestation are highly commendable. Based on your
experience, do you think we can reverse the damage we
have inflicted on the planet? What will it take?
SS: We are destroying our planet and we must begin
to rebuild what we have destroyed. We must start
planting trees again. We have to go back to the old
mechanism by which the planet regulated the CO2 in
the atmosphere, with trees transforming it by photosynthesis, this is necessary. We must plant trees in Brazil
and you must plant trees in Kuwait. I was telling a
Saudi friend that we must find local species of the desert and return them back. In Brazil we must end deforestation, in India too. There is no other way. We must
reduce the emission of carbon and build up the planet’s
forests.
AT: After decades of documenting the human story,
are you optimistic about the future of mankind?
SS: It’s difficult to say. I’m an optimist when it comes
to the planet but not necessarily of humanity. I think the
planet will take care of itself. If we don’t pay attention,
the planet will push us out. If we take a decision to participate with the planet and understanding we are a part
of nature, we are an animal integrated with the plane, we
can live in peace with the planet. It is a problem of our
survival; if we do it, we survive as a species.

