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How did ancient people, those living before written
records, think? Were their modes of thought
fundamentally  different from ours today?
Researchers over the years have certainly believed
so. Along with the aborigines of Australia, the
indigenous San people of southern Africa — among
the last hunter-gatherers societies on Earth —
became iconic representatives of all our distant
ancestors, and were viewed either as irrational
fantasists  or  childlike, highly  spiritual
conservationists.

Since the 1960s, a new wave of research among
the San and their world famous rock art has
overturned these misconceived ideas. Here, the
great authority David Lewis, William and his
colleagues Sam Challis reveal how analysis of the
rock paintings and engravings can be made to yield
vital insights into San beliefs and ways of thought.
This is possible because we possess comprehensive
verbatim transcriptions, made in the nineteenth
century, of interviews with San people who were
shown copies of the art and gave their
interpretations of it. Using the analogy of the
Rosetta Stone with its parallel texts that enabled
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the last moment that architecture was a public
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Once there was a nation that went to war, but after
they conquered a continent their own country was
destroyed by atom bombs, then the victors imposed
democracy on the vanquished. For a group of
apprentice architects, artists, and designers, led by
a visionary, the dire situation of their country was
not an obstacle but an inspiration to plan and think,
although they were very different characters, the
architects worked closely together to realize their
dreams, staunchly supported by a super creative
bureaucracy and an activist state. After 15 years of
incubation, they surprised the world with a new
architecture — Metabolism — that proposed a radical
makeover of the entire land. Then newspapers,
magazines, and TV turned the architects into
heroes: thinkers and doers, thoroughly modern
men. Through sheer hard work, discipline, and the
integration of all forms of creativity, their country,
Japan, became a shining example. When the oil
crisis initiated the end of the West, the architects of
Japan spread out over the world to define the
contours of a post-Western aesthetic.

Between 2005 and 2011, architect Rem Koolhaas

and curator Hans Ulrich Obrist interviewed the
surviving members of Metabolism, together with
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