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Readers who possess a deep knowledge of
Spanish cinema will need no invitation ro
purchase this spectacular rummage through the
phatographic archives of the country’s finest
and most lawded film-matker. Those unaware

of Almoddoar'’s mafesty should heed the words
of Cannes Film Festival direcror Thierry
Frémaux. “Aimoddvar’s human comedy is part
of aur lives,” the Frenchman eulogises in this
book’s foreward. “Born of love and exuberance,
of drama and solitude, it belongs only ro him
yer wholly embodies thar of the country, post-
Franco, thar he seems ro both reinvent and
commemoreate. It is hardly contestable ro say thar
Pedro is ro Spain whar Bergmean is to Sweden,
Kurosawa to Japan, or Ford to the United
Stares (to which he would reply, “No, I prefer
Hawks or Billy Wilder!”). In short: withont
him, things would have been different — which is
a rare thing in the history of cinema.”

Books of this exceptional quality are less rare,
bur that doesn’t diminish the excitement you feel
as you flick your way through the mcredible
collection of personal images, many of which
have never been published before. The fact thar
Almoddvar also scribes muck of the publication’s
text is merely the icing on the cake.
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Books like this don't coma
along avery day, Or month,
Or yaar. They come along
evary decade, in fact. Yet
when they do it's tempting to
write them off as lithe more
than collections of lists, facts
and figures and decree that
you would be just as wall
copying and pasting all of the
information from IMDE.

It's a fair argument, but
one that's biown cut of the
water by the latest instalment
in Taschen's “movies by
decade” series, which includes
onginal, thought-proveking
critical writing — from anguing
that technological advances
mean cinerma will soon be a
lost art 1o Avatar foraging a
way for the future of film =
alongside stunning and rare
photography. But these aren't
avan this book's finast salling
point. lts greatest gift is that it
inspires you to rent, download
or buy the films you've aither
forgotten or missed first time
round due to work/marriage/
living abroad/the kids that you
would never look up online.
Mot ever IMDE can do that.
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