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5 . Los Angeles, Portrait of a City edited by Jim Heimann

' TASCHEN (www.taschen.com), Hardcover, 572 pages,

ISBN-10: 3836502917, $ 70.

Los Angeles is a fable-made manifest, a city of dreams that has grown in fewer

than 100 years into a global cultural colossus. In over 500 pages, Portrait of a City
brings you images of some of the dreams upon which LA was built, from old photos
of makeshift movie studios, to drive-ins and beaches, to celebrities like the young
Jackson 5, and of course, to the ubiquitous backyard swimming pools. A challenging
project for any city, but a portrait of such a diverse, confusing and ever-changing en-
vironment as Los Angeles is as nostalgically sweet as a dream that for many has not
yet been realized but still holds a morsel of hope.
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