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Strange Beasts

James Audubon on

crack is the best way 1o
describe the uncanny
works of animal
painter Walton Ford.
While his creatures are
meticulously rendered
in a naturalistic
19rh-ccnrury manner,
the scenes are
surprisingly surreal.
Often por(rayed in
predatory situations,
the anthropomorphic
birds and beasts enacrt
naughty, Darwinian
dramas thar also
implicate humans in
the process. Pancha
Tantra (Taschen, $70)
takes its title from

an ancient Indian
collection of animal
tales similar to Aesop's
Fables. Likewise, there
seem to be cautionary
messages inherent

in Ford's sometimes
humaorous, sometimes
disturbing, but always
mesmerizing modern-

day bestiary.
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