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Alexander the Great would have
liked to have conquered the en-

awakes th-e ‘whole world will
tremble.”

_ Sigmund Freud, who had a
fascination with ancient
Oriental art, also found this
metmhurnmsﬁble except that
the father of modern psychol-
ogy saw in the sleeping giant
China's potential for rage, born
out of a deep-seated repression of
ego and individualism.

Mao Tse Tung, the Marxist
revolutionary, with an image of
the “sleeping giant” in mind,
promised his people that “All that
the West has, China will have”

Andmmabookusmgﬂ;e
work of 88 of his fellow photog-
raphers, huHemagShmg—a]su
imagining the “giant” — stacks
up 412 picturesinto a monumen-
tal history of the last 60 years in
China. And conscious of the
metaphor or not, here he has se-
lected more than a few images of
me{hmsepeopleasleep

For instance, a company of
merple?suberathrmym
1954 does not commandeer civil-
ian homes in Henan provinee, as
their rifles might have allowed,
but instead lean against buildings
in the street and nod off. Flash

: year famine,
from 1960 thmugh 1962, that

*killed 30 million of his fellow
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PHOTOS FROM THE BOOK CHINA

Hundreds of parents camp out on the floor of a school _gymnasium
while their children take a high-school examination in 2007.
Soldiers (below) sleep on a street in Henan province in 1954.

by
went on to share in the Pulitzer
Prize awarded in 1992to a group
ﬂfphmmmmmkmwm_wvemd

to pull dusty old shoe boxes full
of negatives out from under their
beds and back closets.

Many had heard of the fate of

fell one of Mao’s personal

some were quite mlucmntmlet
these images be seen for the first
time in the light of day.

SLEEPING GIANT

his fellow contributors James

pubhshem other than the Ger-
man Benedikt Taschen seem
willing to produce such challeng-
ing visual content as this, espe-
cially in the form of a beautifully
printed, colossal volume of 424
oversized

Thorough essays recap
China’s political power plays,
set off with revisionist titles for
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