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Classic Tokyo landscapés

Hiroshige
One Hundred Famous
Views of Edo

Text by Melanie Trede &
Lorenz Bichler

Taschen, $150

ORE than just an-

of his homemn, Edo.
- Tokyo, in the mid-1800s.

Printed on acid-free pa-""' e

per, each view is a luminous
rendition of time and place
from the unique visual per-
spective of this artist whose
work inspired James Abbott
McNeill Whistler and Vincent
van Gogh, among others.
Hiroshige (1797-1858) was
born in Edo, lived there until
his death, and immortalized
every aspect of its landscape
and culture in this famous se-
ries, which is considered one

of the great achievements in

Japanese art.
His colorful depictions of
the bustling city, which was

renamed Tokyo in 1868, in-
clude the rivers and mists,
cranes and crows, trees,

mountains and sunsets that
so eloguently framed Edo’s
simple, man-made structures
and the everyday lives of its

people.
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EXQUIﬁI TE: Huoshlgc s mid-1800s images
“have been reprinted in an elaborate book.

~ Nature dominates each
view, an overwhelming and
immutable force to which
viewers can relate even these
hundreds of years later.

The text is an absorbing

introduction to the wood-

block genre of the time,
known as ukiyo-e, or “pic-

tures ottheﬂoattng,ﬂeetmg'

wrld -—_areﬁemneetothe

bothmelrexisteneeandtheir

irrelevance in the larger uni-
versal scheme, The brilliantly
tinted reproductions are tak-
en from a rare complete set of
the first print run of the Edo
series in Ota Memorial Muse-
um of Art in Tokyo.

For art history enthusi-
asts with coffee tables big
enough, this exquisitely pro-
duced book — bound with
basting stitehes like books of
the time, and starring a mag-
nificent swooping crane on
its silken cover — might be a
worthwhile im'iu]gence It'sa
great record of , his
city, his art form and his era.

— BETTIJANE LEVINE



