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ULIUS SHULMAN is Los Angeles.
Now 97, the photographer moved here
in 1920 and has documented the city’s
architecture since the mid-1930s, when
he first began to get commissions from
Richard Neutra. With its nighttime
backdrop of the L.A. Basin, Shulman's
“Case Study House No. 22" (1960) is one of the
most identifiable pictures of Southern Califor-
nia, a metaphor in silver nitrate of this place as
streamlined Eden, in which history is eclipsed
beneath the glittering edges and smooth angles
of Pierre Koenig's contemporary steel and glass.
“Julius Shulman: Modernism Rediscovered”
(Taschen: three volumes, boxed, 1,008 pp., $300),
edited by Benedikt Taschen, is a retrospective
drawn from Shulman’s archives, gathering
work from 1939 to 1981 and featuring more than
400 buildings, including homes, schools and
gems such as the Crenshaw Theater, a Deco
dream that Shulman photographgd in 1941.
What’s interesting about the project is that it
both supports and enlarges our sense of Shul-
man's vision, offering an expansive take on
Southern California while also venturing be-
yond the region, to Sacramente, Washington
state, Oklahoma, even Brazil.
_It’s de rigueur, [ suppose, that “Julius Shul-
man: Modernism Rediscovered” would have a
textual apparatus: an introduction by Owen

ae T oTR

TASCHEN's Press Clipping 1



