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THE ALBUM
OF PLANET
EARTH

Uwe Ommer shares
with us here his "family
album of planet Earth”
concept. Overwhelming

in its magnitude, this
four-year project is truly
extraordinary. Stopping in
more than 130 countries
in all corners of the world,
Ommer carefully selected
the families which best
reflected each society’s
traditions and social
conditions. Many of the
portraits have appeared in
exhibitions and magazines
during the course of the
project; now that the

work is finished, Taschen
has published the results
in one volume entitled
1000 Families.

Ommer chose to photo-
graph the families against
a white background and
with identical lighting. All
the traditional elements of
a documentary photograph
are removed, leaving only
the people themselves.
The result is astonishing.
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Muammer is the village mayor. Like the rest of his constituency,
he works in the fields. He has also imported five Dutch cows,
but he's a bit disappointed by their milk yield, which has dropped
since they first got here. “They're probably having trouble adapting
to the climate, which isn’t very ‘Dutch’.”
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“I work all the time. When | do have a free moment, | visit my elderly
parents. They worked hard to educate me,” says Muhammad Ashraf
Munir. He has ambitious plans for his son: “I want him to be an
officer in the air force. He is very bright and hard-working for his age.”
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Takashi has what any Japanese man would consider the dream
profession: he works on a golf course. “Unfortunately my business
is management and | don't really have time to play,” he says sadly.
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Palong means “bird of paradise”, and is also the name of their tribe.
The reason is easy to see when you look at the women's
colourful clothing. Grandfather (right), on the other hand, closely
follows the latest fashion. The three generations live on their
own farm produce.

[Palong | B{F [ EMEE | - FREEPEXHHNEH  AEFHE
ELHaR%E - TEBAIL ERENME - R - 5 (5) 0
EHEEST S B B - BR= AR ERATBIMEMAE -



.

Almaty ISR,
Kazakhstan W7EE HFE

Jumakhun and Nurbanum were deported from Xinjiang Uygur (China)
1958, and during the Communist era worked for the railways and
as a knitter, respectively. Their son Addushkur is a studio
photographer. Times are hard: “These days everybody's got a
disposable camera,” he laments.
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A military electrician, and recently married, Mohammed is making
the most of his leave to take a walk with his wife and mother.
He insisted on carrying his baby for the photo.
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Part travel journal, part
scrapbook. Transit, also
published by Taschen,
traces the four-year,
250,000-kilometre journey
of Uwe Ommer during the
making of 1000 Families.
Naturally, a voyage of such
epic proportions bears its
fair share of anecdotes,
adventures, mishaps, and
souvenirs, and Transit
traces the experience
through stories and images.
From closed borders and
broken bridges to late rainy
seasons, curious customs
officers, thieves, coups
d'état, raging fevers, and

a far from “unbreakable”
Land Rover, Ommer found
truth in the maxim “just
about everything that can
go wrong, will."
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Hossin is a station-master, and so he naturally likes taking
his family on the train. We met them during the pilgrimage they
were making to the tomb of Imam Reza in Mashhad,
in the east of the country.
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Ram Chandra and Santi have been married for 13 years, have five
daughters and have finally given up any hope of having a boy. Heis a
construction worker, while she looks after the house and their girls.
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