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Andreas Cellarius:
Harmonia Macrocosmica of 1660:
The Finest Atlas of the Heavens
Text by Robert H. van Gent
Taschen, 240 pages, $160
This collection of celestial maps by
Dutch-German  mathematician
and cosmographer Andreas Cellari-
- us (c. 1596-1665) brings back to life
a masterpiece from the Golden Age
of celestial cartography. First pub- -
lished in 1660, the complete 29
double-folio maps depict the world
systems of Ptolemy, Copernicus
and Tycho Brahe, the motions of
the sun, the moon and the planets,
and the constellations in various
views. Superbly embellished with
richly decorated borders, the atlas
features some of the most spectac-
ular illustration in the history of as-
tronomy.
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