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REPLICAS OF THE l FFEL TOWER EXIST ALI ¥ HE WORLD, BUT THE REAL THING ST11.1

them all. At 300 meters high—75 stories—the creation is a soaring latticework of iron and open air. Built berween

1887 and 1889, the tower part of a temporary exposition marking the centennial of the French Revolution. The

city of Panis planned to raze the monument after 20 years. But its maker, Gustave Eiffel, was determined to extend

its life. In 1900, he issued a handsome, limited-edition volume—part celebration, part propaganda—exploring the
r's design and execution, He gave away the original 500 copies to gain support for pres ing the structure but

never sold any on the market. Now, an exact duplicate of Eiffels original, overs ompilation is available for purchase

(US$125, Taschen; cight |.||1g:u. s in print). La Tour de 300 Métres features 53 double page I'F[,I[l_"‘ ol draw ings and

11 photographs of the construction. Mathemarical calculations and a historical map of the Paris thar was visible from

the tower’s summit complete this two-volume work that captures the care, skill, and sheer bravado behind the con

struction. The distinctive original publication may have paid off: When 20 years were up, the tower—to Gustave

s immense satisfaction—triumphantly remained. #—Mar Moare
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