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TOURS

Architecture Now!
Philip Jodidio
Taschen, $39.99

. Architecture in Japan i
 Architecture in the Netherlands
Architecture in Switzerland
‘Architecture in the United Kingdom
Philip Jodidio
Taschen, $24.95 each

Following the success of the first
three titles of its Architecture Now!
series, Taschen is introducing a
fourth installment this summer,
aswell as a new collection of books
that survey-contemporary architec-
ture organized by country. The new
series, written by the publishing
house’s go-to architectural historian

TASCHEN's Press Clipping

ARCHITECTURE
IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM

FNRGHITEGTURE
SWITZERLAND

ARCHITECTURE
IN JAPAN

Philip Jodidio (who, besides author-
ing the Architecture Now!books,
has written several monographs
for Taschen), is kicking off with
books on Japan, the Netherlands,
Switzerland, and the United
Kingdom. Each volume opens with a
brief essay summarizing the nation-
al architecture culture (all texts are

offered in English, French, and
German), followed by presentations
of recent work by 15 to 20 architects,
organized alphabetically by firm.
Though the selection of firms and
projects might seem obvious to
those who follow the international
design scene closely, they accu-
rately reflect the mixture of region-
al and international influences that
pervade architecture today. While
Jodidio looks to an international
array of architects working in each
country—Architecture in Switzerland
in particular has a number of non-
native architects—in general, he priv-
ileges local talent. For example, the
Japan volume includes stores in
Tokyo by Toyo Ito and Jun Aoki,
while the famous Prada Store by
Herzog & de Meuron is left out. This
focus allows the character of each
country to emerge and makes the
idea of national surveys feel worth-

while. JAFFER KOLB
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