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‘Jazzlife’

finds soul

of genre
nymnsmnns -
Seattle Times -

Just when you thought the
Jelly Roll Morton box set
was this year’s Ultimate
Jazz Gift, along comes the
most humongous, amazing,
sumptuous jazz photogra
phy book ever printed, to
usurp the title, -

Or should I say heavy-
weight title? “Jazzlife” (Tas-
chen, $200), weighing in at 15
pounds thick as a wer at-

Glaxton s cmematlc docu-
mentary of a four-month re-

search trip around America
in the summer of 1960, with

the late German jazz cr1tic )
Joachim Berendt, is a hfe—.
time resource of renewable-
- pleasure.

Claxton, a photographer-
for Life, Paris Match and
~ Vogue, is the guy who took
all those sexy black and
white pictures of Chet Baker
back in the '50s. But you'll al-
so recognize umpteen other
~ images here, many of them
classic album covers: The
overhead shot of the Light-
house All-Stars, standing on
the beach, their name
scratched in the sand; the
Montgomery Brothers, mth
the Golden Gate Bridge
looming behind them; Art
Pepper, trudging up a neigh-
borhood hillside in Los An-
geles.
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Claxton and Berendt —

whose text is a bit stiff, but
always smart — started out
in New York, traveled south
to the Georgia Sea Islands
-and New Orleans, then con-

tinued through Memphis,

Kansas City, St. Louis, Chi-
cago, Los Angeles, SanFran—
cisco and Boston. They also

- caught the festivals in New-

port and Monterey.
- Shooting in color and
black and white, with a
Leica M3 andNikon F, Clax-
ton turned his gaze to
-churches, 2

streets, restaurants cafaa -
green rooms, and, of course,

stages. A master of dramat-
ic, panoramic composition,
he spreads many shots
‘across two pages, including
his famous portrait of trum-
peter Kenny Dorham, at
Newport, which is mostly
sky, and a long study of a
New Orleans funeral pa-
rade.

But there is intimacy, too

. close-up of singer Joe Wil-
liams, fingers at his temples,

warming up backstage; Er-
nestine Anderson, pertly

seated in a fancy black dress

with flared sleeves, Coca-

- Cola at her side; James P,

Johnson, chewing on a ci-
gar, standing backstage next
to his wife. :

There are some cool sur-
prises: a sunny pool party in
L.A., with a bare-legged Paul
Chambers playing bass at a
jam session; a portrait of an
“international band” in
front of the old Berklee
School, picturing student
Gabor Szabo; and drummer
Shelly Manne, in full rega:
lia, riding at his stable.

“Jazzlife” was printed
once before, in German on-
ly. Snap up this frilingual
edition, which also includes

~a CD of field recordings

made during the trip, before
it goes out of print. It's a
must-have for the jazz collec- /
tor. /




