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Tom of Finland, the underground
illustrator of gay sex fantasies, is
enjoying something of a come

back. Katie Coyne takes a 00K at  Liiaosen, botes aown s o
the history of the over-sexed e

a drawing, I know it’s no good”,
Born in 1920, Tom's early non-
] eroticsketches of the loggers and
manual labourers of his native
| Finland are seen as an outlet of
Jjuvenile homosexuality and a
means of escape. Homosexuality
| was illegal in Finland until 1971
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and Tom even kept these innocent -

cers, in their smart uniforms and
shiny leather boots, irresistible

-and he says that all of his early
sexual experiences were with

German soldiers, Tom told docu-

mentary makers of the 1991
Daddy and The Muscle Academy:

“No one made a uniform like the
Germans. And the boots!”

CAPERS

hnnuylnglusohmawnwﬂnhe ‘muscle man. Kake wears leathers
German army look was apolitical.  and usually a t-shirt emblazoned
With the release of the film The with the words “fucker”,

Wild Onein 1953 starringMarlon ~ Tom's vmrk was also ground
Brando, Tom's characters shifted
to a biker look. Brando’s leather and
jacket had a similar cut to the
Wehrmacht jacket and the style of
hmbnmaudhatm:lsnmm
niscent o

‘haired, moustached

Cock-sure: Tom of Finla

to draw gay me
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