‘GOAT’ is
the champ
at $7,500 .

Bob Minzesheimer
TODAY

Move over, Helmut. Make
way for a real heavyweight
champ.

Until today, SUMO, a 66-
pound tribute to fashion and
celebrity photographer Hel-
mhur INewtonﬁ w:s touted ﬁ
the largest book ever pu
lished.

Now from the same pub-
lisher comes a 75-pound trib-
ute to former h eight
champ Muhammad BL

GOAT, as in Greatest Of All
Time, Ali's sel-bestowed title,

is available in two limited
editions that come in silk-
covered boxes:

» The first 1,000 copies
sell for $7,500 and come
with a 6-foot abstract
sculpture by Jeff Koons and
fotrr Pﬁ“t:rd photogra-
pher How. ingham,

» The remaining 9.000
copies are a mere $3,000.

: c?g is numbered
and signed by both Ali and
Koons. The publisher, Tas-
chen Books, a German firm
known for art and photog-
raphy, says the price in-
cludes shipping. The tale of
the tape, as they say at the

i

> 792 pages that measure
20 inches by 20 inches.

» More than 3,000 pho-
tographs and graphic images
frc{n% photographers and
artists.

TASCHEN's Press Clipping

it tips the
scale at
75 pounds.
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Ali book weighs in as largest ever published

» 600,000 words in essays
by Tom Wolfe, Norman Mail-
er, George Plimpton and 47
other contributors.

The book's bindings are
hand-stitched by the same
Italian firm that services the
Vatican, says Taschen spokes-
woman Laura Howard.

Only 200 copies a week
could be produced, which ex-
Eiai.ns the delay between the

ook’s unveiling at the Frank-
furt Book Fair in Germany last
fall and its publication today.
Howard says about 75% of the
10,000 copies already have
been ordered, mostly by col-
lectors and boxing fans,

She notes it could be a
good investment: The over-
sized book on Newton sold
for $1,500 in 1999 and is now
offered online for nearly dou-
ble that.

GOAT, crowned “the undis-

puted heavyweight champion
of photography books™ by
Playboy, comes with nine
separate booklets of the text
to make it easier to read.

It's arranged chronolo'?cal-
ly, beginning with its hero’s
birth mn segregated Louisville
in 1942. He was Cassius Mar-
cellus Clay Jr, named after
both his father and a promi-
nent 19th-century abolition-
ist and politician. He changed
O e photographs of

It ends with photographs o
Ali, who's afflicted with Par-
kinson's disease, embracing
Nelson Mandela and working
the heavy ‘baﬁ:t the Sgym in
I;‘L'_; Eome in Berrien Springs,

ich.

The final caption reads:
“His determination to remain
L;n@enqrred_ by thg h;;h}]{issigﬂl

mitations impose ill-
ness is remarkable.”



