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DAVID REMNICK is editor of the New Yorker anda
distinguished non-fiction writer. His works include books
on Russia and King of the World, a study of Ali. He writes
about All's political odyssey on page 46.

! ! BUD SCHULBERG wrote the screenplay for On the
Waterfront. His novel What Makes Sammy Run? was the
National Critics’ choice as Best First Novel in 1941 He
writes about the rise of Cassius Clay on page 22.

THOMAS HAUSER is Ali's official biographer. He writes
about Alithe entertainer, on page 40, and the eternal
celebrity of the world's greatest boxer on 52. Heisthe
author of 26 books.

N FERDIE PACHECO is adoctor, novelist, painter, screen-
% Y playwriter and boxing analyst. His baoks include
Muhammed Ali: A View From the Corner. He writes about
[ the sexual allure of Alion page 30,
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BY JASON COWLEY
Last month, I was in the
Ukraine to watch Arse-
nal lose to Dynamo

Km\.r in the Champions League,
Asan Arsenal fan, I was disap-
pointed by the defeat and yet, at
the same time, | wasn't. For the
grandeur of the occasion seemed
50 much bigger than the result:
82,000 fans cheering on the
home side with a thrilling inten-
sity. From all over Kiev and beyond
they came, mingli‘ng peaceﬁﬂ]}' in
the city centre hours before the
game, their horns blaring. Inside
the stadium, the atmosphere was
intense, intaxicating but never
nasty; none of Arsenal’s black
players was booed.

The past month or so has been
bad for football. In this country, at
least. Missed drugs tests, threatened
strikes, gang rapes - to read the
headlines you would have thought
that the game had finally devoured
itself, In truth, football remains a
unifier, a benign agent of globalisa-
tion. What other event — except per-
haps a politcal rally during times of
stress —could inspire 82,000 people
to come together in the same place
om such a cold, wet night in October?

The day before the game, | trav-
elled with the Arsenal vice-chair-
man David Dein to the small town
of Chernigov, which is little more
than 3o miles from Chernobyl. The
radiation count in the town, more
than 1y years after the catastrophe
at Chernobyl, is three times the
acceptable British limit and chil-
dren there continue to be born with
defects and abnormalities. We met
some of these children and
attended a session at which young
Arsenal coaches worked, as part of
an on-going scheme, with promis-
ing youngsters, many of whom
were sick. In that blighted Ukranian
town | saw another, better side of
football.
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T he history of The Greatest of
all Time is the history of an
obsession. To be published
in January next year by Taschen,
the book has been more than five
years in the making, it cost {7 mil-
lion to put together, it weighs 2gkg
(see above: the size of the book in
relation to an apple) and includes
3,000 photographs. At more than
800 pages, it is destined to become
a collector’s item of extraordinary
value, not least because the print
run is limited to 10,000 copies.
The first 1,000 copies, featuring
original artwork by Jeff Koons, will
cost £3,000; the remaining 9,000
copies, all signed by Ali himself,
will cost £2,000,

Benedikt Taschen, the owmer of
Taschen, who is 42, recalls as a boy
in Germany waking in the middle
of the night to watch the great Ali
fights of the 1970s. ‘These were
spectacular events,” he told me
when we met at the Frankfurt
Book Fair last month. ‘Ali created
a whole environment, an entire
culture that made these spectacu-
lars possible. He is so much more
than a sports star: to be interested
in Ali is to be interested in the
social and cultural history of the
19608 and 1g9708.

Taschen is a shrewed business-
man, but will he make any money
from this project, especially with
such a limited print run? '1 expect
to make some dollars,' he said,
smiling. 'More importantly, 1
wanted to honour this great man
by making an epic book, a book like
no other.' That he has achieved.
Jason Cowley

WINTHE SPORTS BOOK
OF THE DECADE!

We have one copy of this remarkable
book to give away toan Observer
reader. For your chance towin All: The
Greatest of All Time (Taschen) read
The Observer sport pages on Sunday
November 9.
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